
We invite submissions for the fourth annual robotics law and policy conference—We 

Robot 2015—to be held in Seattle, Washington on April 10-11, 2015 at the University of 

Washington School of Law. We Robot has been hosted twice at the University of Miami 

School of Law and once at Stanford Law School. The conference web site is at 

http://werobot2015.org.  

We Robot 2015 seeks contributions by academics, practitioners, and others in the form of 

scholarly papers or demonstrations of technology or other projects. We Robot fosters 

conversations between the people designing, building, and deploying robots, and the 

people who design or influence the legal and social structures in which robots will 

operate. We particularly encourage contributions resulting from interdisciplinary 

collaborations, such as those between legal, ethical, or policy scholars and roboticists. 

This conference will build on existing scholarship that explores how the increasing 

sophistication and autonomous decision-making capabilities of robots and their 

widespread deployment everywhere from the home, to hospitals, to public spaces, to the 

battlefield disrupts existing legal regimes or requires rethinking of various policy issues. 

We are particularly interested this year in “solutions,” i.e., projects with a normative or 

practical thesis aimed at helping to resolve issues around contemporary and anticipated 

robotic applications. 

Scholarly Papers 

Topics of interest for the scholarly paper portion of the conference include but are not 

limited to: 

 The impact of artificial intelligence on civil liberties, including sexuality, equal

protection, privacy, suffrage, and procreation.

 Comparative perspectives on the regulation of robotic technologies.

 Assessment of what institutional configurations, if any, would best serve to

integrate robotics into society responsibly.

 Deployment of autonomous weapons in the military or law enforcement contexts.

 Law and economic perspectives on robotics.

These are only some examples of relevant topics. We are very interested in papers on 

other topics driven by actual or probable robot deployments.  The purpose of this 

conference is to help set a research agenda relating to the deployment of robots in society, 

to inform policy-makers of the issues, and to help design legal rules that will maximize 

opportunities and minimize risks arising from the increased deployment of robots in 

society. 

Discussants 

We also invite expressions of interest from potential discussants. Every paper accepted 

will be assigned a discussant whose job it will be to present and comment on the paper. 

These presentations will be very brief (no more than 10 minutes) and will consist mostly 

http://werobot2015.org/


of making a few points critiquing the author’s paper to kick off the conversation. Authors 

will then respond briefly (no more than 5 minutes). The rest of the session will consist of 

a group discussion about the paper moderated by the discussant.  

Demonstrations 

Unlike the scholarly papers, proposals for demonstrations may be purely descriptive and 

designer/builders will be asked to present their work themselves. We’d like to hear about 

your latest innovations—and what’s on the drawing board for the next generations of 

robots as well, or about legal and policy issues you have encountered in the design or 

deploy process. 

How to Submit Your Proposal 

Please send a 1-3 page abstract outlining your proposed paper, and a c.v. of the 

author(s) to papers@werobot2015.org.

 Paper proposals accepted starting Oct. 1, 2014. See http://werobot2015.org for

further information.

 Call for papers closes Nov 3, 2014.

 Responses by Dec. 14, 2014.

 Full papers due by March 23, 2015.  They will be posted on line at the conference

web site unless otherwise agreed by participants.

We anticipate paying reasonable round-trip domestic coach airfare and providing hotel 

accommodation for presenters and discussants. 
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